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Close to Spring—Close to Schoodic by Tom Sidar

I went for a mud season walk 
this morning. I started at the end 
of Punkin Ledges Road in Sullivan, 
where FBC recently added 84 acres 
to the east side of our Schoodic Bog 
Preserve. The old tote road heads 
north towards Schoodic Mountain 
and then turns west and runs down 
to the wet edge of the Bog. 

The iconic profile of Schoodic 
Mountain pops up from a 
remarkable number of vantage 
points in Hancock County, including 
Tidal Falls Road, but the view from 
the high ledge outcroppings east 
of Schoodic Bog is extraordinary. 
Views of the rock faces and smooth 
ledges are close and detailed. The 
hike to the summit, followed by a 
refreshing dive from Schoodic Beach 
into Donnell Pond is a classic, but 
that must wait for another day, a 
much warmer day. Because today 
I’m exploring the Bog’s east side, 
bushwhacking, looking for a trail 
route around Schoodic Bog. The 

new additions to the east side of our 
FBC preserve open the way towards 
the original vision of a nature trail 
loop around Schoodic Bog.  

The overgrown tote road running 
west is surprisingly easy walking. 
Along the way, an abundance of 
large, oval green leaves at ground 
level indicates that in a few weeks, 

mayflowers (trailing arbutus) will 
line this old woods road. Their 
white blossoms are subtle, but now 
I have to get down on my stomach 
to photograph the tiny buds. Could 
this become the Mayflower Trail? 
When I reach the bog, I move up 
to the higher woodlands and head 

south. Several large old stumps, 
now grown over with moss show 
that, almost thirty years ago, this 
forest was harvested. Still, as I walk 
south through woods, I come across 
a stand of very old and still healthy 
hemlocks. The largest one is almost 
eight feet around. Old Hemlock Trail 
has a nice ring to it.

About half way down the east side, 
I reach an animal trail. That makes 
route finding much easier. At the 
bottom of the bog, an inlet stream, 
several feet deep, runs cold and slow. 
Even though we call it Schoodic Bog, 
the presence of inlets and outlets 
classifies the 135-acre Schoodic Bog 
wetland as a fen. We’ll need a short 
bridge if the trail crosses stream here.

Across the stream, the low forested 
wetlands rise to meet a dense carpet 
of shaded sphagnum moss under a 
heavily shaded canopy of cedar and 
spruce trees. This area is a peatland 
where sphagnum moss accumulates 
faster than it can decompose. At the 

continued on page 3

At the rate of about 
three inches a century, 
the compression of the 
sphagnum moss forms 
a peatland.

schoodic Mountain from an eastern ledge
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President’s Column
a message from our president

Dear Members and Friends, 

This spring in Maine has been a long, cold, raw season. By the time you 
read this, memories of April rains mixed with spitting snow will be fading. 
When the warm weather does finally arrive we will be ready to celebrate! 
We are excited to explore the two parcels of land we have just acquired 
that enlarge our Schoodic Bog Preserve by eighty-four acres and which will 
allow us to make a trail around the bog someday. You will find details about 
the additions to the Schoodic Bog Preserve in the lead article in this issue. 

We are also excited about the many trail projects that will allow more 
people to access and enjoy our special places. New trails are under 
construction at the Francis B. Wood, Kilkenny Cove and the Schoodic Bog 
preserves. 

This spring there will be a major push to construct much needed bog 
bridges at the Wood Preserve. Once those bog bridges are completed a 
work crew will open the double loop trail that Mark Munsell and other 
volunteers designed and roughed out last summer. 

Kilkenny Cove is at the western end of the RR trail project in Hancock. 
It is the result of a collaboration of Crabtree Neck Land Trust, Maine Coast 
Heritage Trust and Frenchman Bay Conservancy. You may have walked 
this trail which starts at the parking lot just opposite the Hancock Town 
Hall. The Kilkenny Cove parcel will allow you to access the railroad trail 
from the western end. It also has frontage on the headwaters of the Skillings 
River. We need to build a parking lot and improve an existing path that 
leads down to the railroad trail and the shore. 

Early exploration around Schoodic Bog revealed some great views 
of Schoodic Mountain and some tantalizing opportunities to get close to 
interesting rare bog flora. We want to establish a trail around the bog and 
our Stewardship Committee will scout and plan the route. Before summer’s 
end we hope to have roughed out this new trail. 

We are also in the process of mapping all our trails on GPS. We plan to 
create digital maps of all our open trails and, if all goes well, post them on 
our website www.frenchmanbay.org by this summer. You will be able to 
download and print maps of the newly opened trails, and get updated maps 
of older trails that we had to alter. The website will have the latest updates.

See you at Tidal Falls for music, a picnic or just watching wildlife and the 
reversing falls.

   Sincerely, 

   Lisa Heyward, President
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Vernal Pool at Long Ledges.
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rate of about three inches a century, 
the compression of the sphagnum 
moss forms a peatland. Core 
samplings near the center of the 
Schoodic Bog measure the depth of 
the peat between three and thirteen 
feet—about five thousand years of 
accumulation. 

 Walking up through the peatland 
towards Schoodic Bog Road 
something “out of place” catches 
my eye. The word “stewardship” 
carries a soft, heartfelt and caring 
tone. But at this juncture where the 
beauty of a few miles of undisturbed 

nature meets the gravel road, I see 
the gritty reality of the word. On 
closer examination, the “out of 
place” blue object is a child’s blue 
plastic swimming pool that someone 
dumped over the bank. Several tires, 
a home radiator, two gallon cans 
of paint and a gallon can of paint 
thinner also litter the slope. I haul 
out the paint cans and make a note 
to come back next week with FBC 
volunteers and a truck to get rid of 
the rest of the junk. I am thankful 
that FBC has such a well-meaning 
and willing group of volunteers. 

Up on Schoodic Bog Road the 
original road has been widened by 
off road vehicles “mudding up”, like 
you see in the truck commercials 
on TV. It will cost FBC several 
thousand dollars, but we will build 
a respectable trail head parking lot 
here and restore the road to its proper 
condition. Hikers and nature walkers 

deserve better than what I see now. It 
is FBC’s job of stewardship to make 
that happen. 

Across the gravel road, the terrain 
gets rugged. Last year about this 
time, I bushwhacked into this section 
with Jay and Eric Horschak. These 
views of Schoodic Bog in front of 
Schoodic Mountain are the best in 
the preserve. It will be challenging 
to build this section of trail. The trail 
must connect the spectacular views 
and the special geological features 
and prevent the hike from getting 
too strenuous. Here, stewardship 
means hours of staff and volunteer 
time finding and flagging the route, 
roughing out the trail, managing 
water runoff and maybe even 
building a few stone stairs. With 
the great crew of trail volunteers at 
Frenchman Bay Conservancy, I am 
confident that, in time, we will have 
a trail here that respects the natural 
and scenic beauty of these 613 acres 
and provides an outdoor experience 
for generations to come.v

The sun was warm but the wind was chill. 

You know how it is with an April day 

When the sun is out and the wind is still, 

You’re one month on in the middle of May. 

But if you so much as dare to speak, 

A cloud comes over the sunlit arch, 

A wind comes off a frozen peak, 

And you’re two months back in the middle of March.

           —robert Frost, from Two Tramps in Mud Time

continued from page 1

Mayflower (trailing arbutus) Carnivorous pitcher plant Crowberry on moss

schoodic Mountain from western ledge



FBC’s Tidal Falls Preserve is a wonderful place to observe and photograph wildlife 

on the land, in the water and in the air. The reversing falls are caused by the narrow 

channel of the Sullivan River draining and filling all of Taunton Bay to the north more 

slowly than the rise and fall of the tides of Frenchman Bay. The hydrological pattern 

is rich and complex, forming rapids and eddies, coves and mudflats. The clean waters 

and forested shore land of the preserve offer the primary habitat requirements—

food, water and nesting sites—for an incredible variety of wildlife. When the tide is 

right and the alewives are running, you can see cormorants and loons dive for fish 

in competition with seals and eagles and osprey. In the woodlands along the shore, 

hatchling eagles and ospreys wait for a meal of the day’s catch. 

of Tidal Falls
the Wildlife

A rare view into a Spectacular Natural Wildlife Habitat

It is a treat to work at Tidal 

Falls and see wildlife like this 

every day. My friends from 

away are envious when I tell 

them I see eagles and seals 

from my desk. 

 —Joyce Cornwell
 Office Manager at FBC

background photo debbie stahre  Alewife jumping out of reversing falls

beLTed kingfiSherS red fox bee on whiTe rugoSa

guLL and SeaL ComPeTe for aLewiVeS maLLardS Landing aeriaL View of TidaL faLLS eagLe fiShing

SeaL fLoaTS in The CoVe
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board of direCTorS

STaff
Thomas W. sidar, Executive Director

Joyce B. Cornwell, Office Manager

Frenchman Bay Conservancy
Frenchman Bay Conservancy is a nonprofit 

land trust founded in 1987. our mission is to build 
lasting relationships and commitments that conserve 

the distinctive landscapes and natural resources of the 
Frenchman Bay and Union river watersheds.

For more information on the Conservancy,
please visit our office at Tidal Falls,

or contact us by mail, phone, or e-mail:

frenchman bay Conservancy
Po box 150  hancock, maine 04640

(207) 422-2328   tom@frenchmanbay.org
www.frenchmanbay.org

briefly noted
  
monday music
FBC’s Monday Night Music returns July 11 with the popular 
UMM Ukulele Band at 6:30 p.m. Flash! in The pans 
performs on August 8 at 7:30 p.m. Check our website to 
get the rest of the schedule of these free concerts.

annual meeting
Annual Meeting takes place sunday, August 14, 2011, 
in Moore Auditorium, sErC, at schoodic point, Winter 
Harbor.

art of the Preserves 
Visit a Frenchman Bay Conservancy preserve and create 
a work of art inspired by the beauty of Maine’s natural 
landscape. FBC will accept plein Air pieces and works 
from on-site studies or photographs. The art should 
celebrate a view, landmark or the essence of an FBC 
preser ve. Work can be in any medium and will be 
displayed and auctioned to benefit FBC at Chapter Two 
in Corea, August 14–28, 2011. Visit our website for 
more information. 

Crabtree neck Circumnavigation
go to our website to get more details on this kayak event 
taking place Friday, August 26, 2011. 

graphic Design: KMW DEsigN, Ellsworth. printed on recycled paper.

Lisa Heyward, President

Nancy patterson, Vice President

iris simon, Secretary

peter Bryant, Treasurer

richard Barton

polly Ceckler

Ken Cline

Frank Dorsey

randy Ewins

Jack Frost

paul Haertel

Jim Hanna

garry Levin

Misha Mytar

Tobin peacock     

Audrey Tunney

Dyer Wadsworth

geoff Young

Join us TodaY!
And receive a FrEE static cling decal to show 
you’re a proud member. 

Your membership and donations help us protect 
and preserve the character of this very special 
place—and we welcome donations at all levels. 
Members receive a free decal, two editions per 
year of our newsletter, and the opportunity to be 
involved by helping out with trail maintenance, 
planting flowers, or getting out a mailing.

bLue heron SoCieTY
if possible, we urge you to consider joining the Blue 
Heron society by making a commitment to give 
$1000 or more each year for general operating 
support. You can also support Frenchman Bay 
Conservancy through a bequest. remember us in 
your will or explore other estate planning options 
with your lawyer.

Our members tell us the most 
rewarding benefit is knowing 
that they’ve done their part 
to protect the land they love.

Honorary Gifts
iN MEMorY oF

John & Henrietta Korth
Henry L. Milo
Marion Wilson

iN HoNor oF 

sally Cooper & Beck Jordan-Young
Meredith osborn

Lynn, Ellen, Katy, Nick & sarah osborn
Nancy patterson
Jennifer stucker

YeS! i want to join Frenchman Bay Conservancy.

NAME(s)__________________________________________________________

ADDrEss_________________________________________________________

CiTY__________________________________sTATE_______zip_____________

pHoNE___________________________________________________________

EMAiL____________________________________________________________

summer address from___________________to_________________

ADDrEss_________________________________________________________

CiTY__________________________________sTATE_______zip_____________

memberShiP LeVeLS
please enroll me in the category checked below.

q   My check, payable to FBC, is enclosed.

q   i prefer to remain anonymous in public membership lists.

Please remit form and check to: Frenchman Bay Conservancy
po Box 150,  Hancock, Maine 04640

To pay by credit card, visit our website www.frenchmanbay.org

Frenchman Bay Conservancy is recognized as a nonprofit 501c(3) 
charitable organization. All gifts are tax deductible to the full 
extent allowed by law.

Thank you!

q   $5 sTUDENT

q   $25 

q   $50

q   $100 

q   $250 

q   $500 

q   $_____________oTHEr

bLue heron SoCieTY

q   $1000

q   $2500

q   $5000

76

Planned giving 
Providing for the future of 
frenchman bay Conservancy
planned giving for charitable purposes is possible 
through a variety of ways, some very straightforward and 
others a little more complex. The easiest way to continue 

your support of Frenchman 
Bay Conservancy and its 
mission is to remember the 
Conservancy in your Will or 
Living Trust. 

one can also plan a gift to 
the Conservancy outside 
of a Will or Living Trust by 
naming the Conservancy as 
a beneficiary to a retirement 
plan, irA, bank or brokerage 

account, life insurance policy, Charitable Lead Trust, 
Charitable remainder Trust or Charitable gift Annuity. 
Your attorney or financial planner can help determine the 
option that works best for you.

These are all easy and tax-efficient ways to give and 
support the Conservancy and help ensure its ability to 
protect land well into the future.

Frenchman Bay Conservancy is recognized by the internal 
revenue service as a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization so that all gifts to the Conservancy qualify 
for a tax deduction. The Conservancy’s federal tax 
identification number is 22-2849309.
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Reversing Falls, plein air watercolor by Anita TeHennepe
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PO Box 150   Hancock, Maine  04640

LOBSTER
at Tidal Falls

Save the Date!

July 23, 5:30-7:00 pm
Rain or Shine

Invitations with reply card will arrive by mail 

in June. Reserve early. Send a check to make 

your reservation for this fundraiser. FBC will 

provide tents and picnic tables. BYOB.

Lobsters by Herbie

We are grateful to our friends at Acadia Trust 

for helping us sponsor this event.


