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Long Pond to Schoodic Mountain looking north.

Schoodic Trail Connector Campaign Succeeds
by Aaron Dority

With a countdown befitting a New
Year’s Eve celebration, we closed the
Schoodic Trail Connector capital
campaign in the final days of February.
We met, and even slightly exceeded
our goal of raising $460,000 in cash
and pledges for the purchase of a keystone property from Erik Tjebbes, a
236-acre parcel of land on the northern end of Long Lake in Sullivan
linking our Long Ledges Preserve
with our Schoodic Bog Preserve. We
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news, or post photos of your
friends and family enjoying one of
the FBC Preserves or events.

facebook.com/frenchmanbay

will formally close on the property
in May. Within a year, we’ll have a
nine mile trail running from Route
1 in Sullivan to Schoodic Mountain
in the Donnell Pond State Reserve
Land, a 14,000-acre jewel with surrounding land tracts held by The
State of Maine, The Nature Conservancy, Maine Coast Heritage Trust,
and Frenchman Bay Conservancy.
Erik Tjebbes’ name may also be
familiar to some because he sold
the 529-acre Schoodic Bog property
to Frenchman Bay Conservancy
in 2005. Erik, “the Dutchman” has
fond memories of the property and
to those who helped him site his
house and road. In 1994, when local
contractor Robert Johnson built the

Within a year, we’ll have
a 9 mile trail running
from Rte. 1 in Sullivan
to Schoodic Mountain
in the Donnell Pond
State Reserve Land,
a 14,000-acre jewel.
road, Erik named the road Pitman
Road after “the Pit Man” since Robert
used the gravel pit on the land. Erik
and his family also learned the limitations of attempting to tame nature
as they tried for years to keep the
stream at the north end of the pond
continued on page 3

From the Director
Our long, snowy winter had finally begun giving way to spring
when I arrived one day at Tidal Falls and I could once again see
the falls over the melting snow bank between the parking lot and
the shore. I stepped out of my car and took in the beautiful view of
all the rushing water, ice chunks and myriad ducks in the middle
of the twice-daily ebb and flow between Hog and Egypt Bays and
the lower Taunton Bay. It is a privilege to be in a position to protect
valuable and beautiful places—habitats, wetlands, waterfront, coastal
hills, and viewsheds—in Hancock County with the support of our
867 members.
December was my first month as FBC’s new Executive Director,
following Tom Sidar’s retirement last fall. Tom served for 6 years
with FBC, and doubled our conserved lands acreage, strengthened
our organizational governance (including achieving accreditation
through Land Trust Accreditation Commission) and left a fiscallysound foundation for continued growth in land stewardship and
acquisition. What an opportune time to step into this role!
The pace continues unabated. Frenchman Bay Conservancy
closed our Schoodic Trail Connector capital campaign in February,
with trail building scheduled for this fall. We are also exploring
new land conservation opportunities throughout eastern Hancock
County from the Union River to Gouldsboro. Recognizing both
the need to perpetually maintain our properties, and our need
to build better and stronger ties with the people who enjoy these
lands, we hired a Community Outreach Coordinator this spring.
See my note in this newsletter about Eileen Bader. She will build
greater connections with our membership and the surrounding
coastal communities.
We’re now planning for our busy summer season with events
including Lobster at Tidal Falls, Monday Music, trail hikes, work
days, our annual meeting and the grand opening of our Mariaville
Falls preserve scheduled for the fall. The hard work and generosity
of our volunteers, staff, board of directors and loyal members, make
it possible for FBC to achieve some stunning accomplishments,
and to share in the celebration of our work.
In the coming months and years, we will build new and deeper
connections with our surrounding communities and with our conservation partners. We will draw on these connections to strategically conserve lands to maintain wildlife corridors and expand
public access. We will engage people in our work, listen to what
they have to share, and hear why they value land conservation.
This fall we will revisit our strategic plan, articulating a path toward
a bold vision with a clear purpose. With your support, Frenchman
Bay Conservancy has become a great organization. I’m proud to
be the new Executive Director and I look forward to meeting as
many of you as possible throughout the year. Until then, enjoy
the budding trees, the arrival of well-traveled songbirds and spring
flowers, and enjoy our conserved lands. v
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a message from Aaron Dority

FBC has a Community
Outreach Coordinator
We welcome Eileen Bader as our new
Community Outreach Coordinator! The
position itself is also new. Frenchman
Bay Conservancy board members and
I are very excited that Eileen joined our
staff this April.Prior to starting work with
FBC, Eileen worked for The Nature Conservancy in Iowa where she led an integrated freshwater program, as Freshwater
Conservation Manager, with emphasis
on sustainable conservation of two priority watersheds. She worked directly with
farmers and landowners to protect freshwater ecosystems, restore the natural
stream ecology, and support sustainable
agricultural practices.
Eileen now splits her time this spring and
summer between The Nature Conservancy
in Maine, also in freshwater conservation,
and Frenchman Bay Conservancy. This is
a great fit since both organizations will rely
on her expertise in project-related outreach
in coastal Hancock County. Eileen has a lot
of energy and enthusiasm for land conservation, and strong, science-based project
management skills, a perfect fit for our new
outreach position. She will enlist members
and volunteers in stewardship on our preserve and easement properties, maintaining trails, and engaging people in our work.
Eileen will also lead our growing social
media presence through Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram. With her freshwater science
expertise we’ll also explore possible roles
for FBC in stream restoration, a growing and
critically important aspect of land conservation. Eileen has a Master of Environmental Science and a Bachelor of Science
degrees. She and her husband, Bruce,
who grew up in Milbridge, chose to return
to the area to enjoy the support of family
and community, and for the natural beauty
of Maine’s coast.v
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FBC properties extend protected lands from Maine Public Reserve Land south
to coastal Route 1.
Schoodic Connector from page 1

open while the beavers kept building
a dam and closing it up. “We would
take apart their construction and
the very next day they would have
rebuilt it, even stronger than before.
This went on and on until we finally
had to admit defeat.”
Land trusts strive to build on past
conservation successes, leveraging
the progress made through earlier
acquisitions; strategically protecting
intact ecosystems and providing
expanded public recreation opportunities. This time, FBC has diligently
carried out a long-term vision to
protect corridors from undeveloped
pockets of our iconic coastline to the
wild inland lakes and mountains.
FBC first explored the opportunity to

build a trail from Route 1 in Sullivan
to the Donnell Pond state reserve land
back in 2005 following the acquisition
of the Baker Hill easement on Rick
Beckjord’s property and the Schoodic
Bog purchase from Erik Tjebbes.
Barb Welch was FBC’s Executive
Director at the time and she and
the board were considering ways to
connect the newly acquired lands,
including a possible trail easement
across numerous properties on the
east side of Long Lake. In the end,
FBC’s purchase of the Long Ledges
Preserve from Prentiss & Carlisle,
followed by a subsequent expansion
to the north, purchased from Philip
Dunbar, provided a more obvious
route. Two of the properties in this

chain of preserves, Schoodic Bog
and Long Ledges, were purchased
with the support of Land for Maine’s
Future, an illustration of past success
and future possibility if the state can
commit ongoing support for this
popular program.
Each land transaction comes with
a series of future consequences,
many of which are not immediately
clear. However, the Schoodic Trail
Connector campaign success has
illustrated that when communities
choose to support strategic conservation, they are better prepared to
capitalize on new opportunities. In
this particular case, the opportunity
is even more exciting with the unparalleled recreation opportunities
in close proximity to our coastal
communities of Hancock, Sullivan,
Gouldsboro and surrounding towns.
We have applied for funding
through the Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund to support trail building
beginning this fall. We contracted
with Maine Conservation Corps for
the services of a 6-person team for 8
weeks in the fall of this year to build
new, and revise existing trails. We’ll
install signs and an informational
kiosk at either end of the new trail.
Finally, in the spring of 2016, we will
invite our members and campaign
supporters, local outdoor enthusiasts,
school children and their families and
the broad array of people who may
enjoy this conservation and recreation
development to come and celebrate
the grand opening.
As we approach the closing, Erik
shared his gratitude stating, “We are
happy to know that this beautiful
land is being acquired by Frenchman
Bay Conservancy, and that its natural
beauty will be preserved and not developed.” We at FBC are grateful as
well. We view the successful capital
campaign as a positive affirmation of
public support for land conservation
in eastern Maine. Thank you all for
making the project an overwhelming
success.v
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It is said that, you can easily judge
the charter of a man by how he treats
those who can do nothing for him.
Thus begins the story for Oliver Crosby.
Oliver Crosby was born April 27,
1920 in Philadelphia, PA. He left
us this past October, 2014 after a
full and very active life of service to
his country, his countrymen and his
neighbors. To paraphrase Oliver’s
very active career, he served as an officer in the United States Navy during
World War II and subsequently joined
the Foreign Service as a career officer
in 1947. While in the Foreign Service
he served in Athens, Tel Aviv, Iran,
and then held a four year assignment
in Berlin. Following an assignment in
Washington, DC, he served in Cyprus,

tolerated it, but it took a long time and
a lot of effort on his part before we
really got it.”
—Barbara Kent, longtime Board
member and former President

A Tribute to Oliver Cosby
April 27, 1920 – October 25, 2014

Mali and Nigeria, later becoming the
United States ambassador to the
People’s Revolutionary Republic of
Guinea under President Jimmy Carter.
After retiring from the Foreign Service
in 1980, Oliver and his wife Eleanor
settled in Hancock Point in the home
where he had been a summer resident
since age two. He was one of the original
signers of the Articles of Incorporation

for FBC, and served on the board for
over 20 years. At FBC’s 20th anniversary in 2007, a granite bench was
placed on the lawn at Tidal Falls, and
inscribed to honor Oliver Crosby. At
that dedication ceremony, then FBC
President Lisa Heyward said, “Oliver
is truly the heart of Frenchman Bay
Conservancy.”
“The fact that Oliver Crosby was there
from the beginning is one of the main
reasons that FBC is here and thriving
today. His even temperament and his
distinguished diplomatic service in
U.S. embassies all over the world were
invaluable. He could see the pros and
cons of each person’s argument. He
refused to be distracted by non-essential issues that were often raised,
but steadfastly brought us back to the
matter of forging ahead to found and
nurture a lasting organization.”
—Sheila Denny-Brown, signer of
Articles of Incorporation and
founding Board member
“I remember Oliver educating us in the
early days of FBC about the need to
protect and conserve land. Year after
year he’d stand up in the HPVIS Annual Meeting and give a report on the
progress being made by the nascent
FBC. Everybody loved Oliver so we all
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My involvement with FBC began a
relatively short time ago. When I started visiting Hancock Point in 1999,
through a coincidence of events, I met
Oliver. I regarded him as an incredibly
gentle and highly respected individual;
a man of honor and his word. Upon being asked to serve on FBC’s board of
directors a number of years later, Oliver
was one of the first people to pay me
a visit and welcome me to the FBC organization. His congenial and positive
mannerisms instantly confirmed to me
that I had made the right decision. Our
friendship and talks grew from there.
Oliver pointed out that many people
worked with him in those early years
to accomplish FBC’s record of success. And that it will take many people
working together to continue the success of this great organization. Very
shortly before Oliver’s passing, he
paid me another visit. This time to just
sit and chat and tell me stories of his
time in the State Department, the writing of his memoirs and an amusing
story about upsetting Jimmy Carter
when he invited the Prime Minister
Of Guinea to the White House without permission. That’s Oliver. You are
missed my friend.
— Randy Ewins
President, FBC

Stewardship Work Days by Eileen Bader

photo iris simon

photo eileen bader

After a long and snowy
volunteers to bring their own
winter, it seems everyone is
equipment (brush trimmers,
especially ready to get outhand saws, loppers, pruning
Work
Day
Dates
&
Locations
doors this spring to enjoy
shears, rakes, shovels, etc.),
the warmer temperatures and
they are not expected to
June 6
Branch Lake (National Trails Day)
a more colorful landscape.
share their equipment with
July 11
Mariaville Falls
Get outside and get moving
others. Equipment will also
August
15
Corea
Heath
by participating in trail stewbe available for volunteers
ardship on Frenchman Bay
to use.
October 3
Long Ledges & Baker Hill
Conservancy’s preserves.
To sign up as a volunteer,
Trails need to be cleared
please send a brief descripof downed trees and limbs.
tion of your interests and exThere are also invasive species that days will continue through October. perience to:
need to be removed. Trail steward- Please join us!
eileen@frenchmanbay.org
ship is an on-going process to ensure
Volunteers should wear sturdy
For updates and additional details
that trails can remain open to the shoes (not sandals) and work clothes. closer to the work days, consult our
public and serve as a tremendous Please bring work gloves, drinking website and Facebook pages:
resource for all to enjoy through- water, sunblock, hat/sunglasses, and
www.frenchmanbay.org
out the year. Trail stewardship work bug spray. Although we encourage
facebook.com/frenchmanbay

Volunteers at Branch Lake

Baker Hill trail after snowmelt
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Baker Hill easement is now a Frenchman Bay Conservancy preserve
The Beckjord family has graciously donated the land formerly
owned by Rick Beckjord, a long-time friend and supporter of
our organization who died unexpectedly last spring. For our
earlier reflection and remembrance of Rick’s life please see our
fall 2014 newsletter. Rick had kindly supported public access
on his property, and our organization held an easement on
it since 2006. This year, Rick’s family chose to donate the
property to FBC, and they will erect a memorial in his memory.
The small house at the base of the hill has been removed and
the public is welcome to access the trails from this location.
We are grateful for the Beckjord family’s generosity.v
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FBC Events
Annual Meeting
Tuesday, August 11, 2015, 7 pm
Moore Auditorium, Schoodic Institute

“Anatomy of a Land Deal—Schoodic to Schoodic”

sundays october 25 and
november 1, 2015
Once again Frenchman Bay Conservancy
and Great Pond Mountain Conservation
Trust will host two trail races, one in Orland and one in Sullivan. Get more information and pre-register on our website www.frenchmanbay.org.
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We invite you to join us for FBC’s Annual Meeting in August. After business,
speakers will discuss how FBc collaborates with other conservation organizations in land deals to achieve the vision of “schoodic to schoodic” (schoodic
point to schoodic Mountain). guest speakers are Ben Emory who will
discuss the history of “schoodic to schoodic,” Bob DeForrest from Maine Coast
Heritage Trust, Tom Boutureira from The Conservation Fund and Aaron
Dority from FBC who will talk about how they are working together to
acquire lands in the schoodic to schoodic corridor.

Downeast Double Trouble
Trail Race Challenge

Coming soon!
E-mail Newsletter

Monday Music at Tidal Falls
All Monday Music concerts are 6:30–8pm
All our free concerts are weather permitting, no rain dates. Cancellations will be
posted at www.facebook.com/frenchman. Don’t forget to Like Us. Bring a picnic
or get something from the food cart. We welcome Paula and Lori of Thyme Traveler,
our new food cart vendors for these events.

2015 Concert Schedule
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July 6

UMaine Machias Ukulele Band

July 13

Jazz Time 99

July 20

Him & Her

July 27

Impartial Crowd

Aug 3

Frank Fredenburg & Firends

Aug 10

Shades of Blue

Aug 17

Fletcher’s Landing Philharmonic Orchestra

FBC is in the process of developing an
e-mail newsletter, which will be sent
out no more than once a month, to provide updates on recent and upcoming
activities. If you would like to receive this
newsletter, please send an e-mail to
eileen@frenchmanbay.org with “E-mail
Newsletter” as the subject line.

Honorary Gifts
in memoriam
Oliver Crosby
Ed Curtis
Francis Ballard
Susan Weber

in nomine
Benita McMullen
Nancy Patterson
Tom Sidar
Dyer & Beverley Wadsworth
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Join us TODAY!
Your membership and donations help us protect and preserve the character
of this very special region. We welcome donations of all levels. Members
receive a free decal, our bi-annual newsletter, and opportunities to volunteer.

Blue Heron Society
If possible, we urge you to consider joining the Blue Heron Society by making
a commitment to give $1000 or more each year for general operating support.
You can also support the Conservancy through a bequest. Remember us in
your will or explore other estate planning options with your lawyer.

yes! I want to join Frenchman Bay Conservancy.
name(s)____________________________________________________________________
address___________________________________________________________________
city_____________________________________state_________zip__________________
phone________________________________email________________________________

address___________________________________________________________________
city_____________________________________state_________zip__________________

membership levels Please enroll me in the category checked below.
$250

BLUE HERON SOCIETY

$500

q
q
q

$5 student

q
q

My check, payable to FBC, is enclosed.

$25
$50
$100

q
q
q
q

$750
$______________

Frenchman Bay Conservancy is a not-for-profit
land trust founded in 1987. Our mission is to
build lasting relationships and commitments
that conserve the distinctive landscapes and
natural resources of the Frenchman Bay and
Union River watersheds.
Board of Directors
Randy Ewins, President
Lisa Heyward, Vice President
David Sanderson, Secretary
Jack Frost, Treasurer
Richard Barton
Michelle Beal
Polly Ceckler
Ken Cline
Frank Dorsey
Lee Fairbanks
Paul Haertel
Misha Mytar
Tobin Peacock
Iris Simon
Dyer Wadsworth
Stephen Weber

Summer address from___________________to_________________

q
q
q
q

Frenchman Bay
Conservancy

$1000
$2500
$5000

I prefer to remain anonymous in public membership lists.

Staff
Aaron Dority, Executive Director
Eileen Bader, Community Outreach Coordinator
Joyce B. Cornwell, Office Manager
For more information on the Conservancy, please
visit our office at Tidal Falls, or contact us by
mail, phone, or e-mail:

Frenchman Bay Conservancy
PO Box 150 Hancock, Maine 04640
(207) 422-2328
aaron@frenchmanbay.org
www.frenchmanbay.org

Please remit form and check to: Frenchman Bay Conservancy
PO Box 150, Hancock, Maine 04640
To pay by credit card, visit our website www.frenchmanbay.org
Frenchman Bay Conservancy is recognized as a not-for-profit 501c(3) charitable organization.
All gifts are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

Thank you!
Graphic Design: Marshall Wilkes, Ellsworth. Printed on recycled paper.

Scan this code
and join Frenchman
Bay Conservancy from
your smart phone with
a credit card.
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